Introducing the West of England School and College
This video provides a slide show of photographs which add context to the audio introduction of the school and college and its history, curriculum, specialist provision, values and standards.
Welcome

Narrator: Hello and welcome to the West of England School and College. 
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Situated on a large site on the edge of Exeter offering a safe and pleasant learning environment and access to all the facilities and amenities of a large city.

As a non maintained specialist school and college, we’ve been providing education and care for young people with visual impairment since 1838.  We are also a registered charity. 

Much more recently we’ve been designated a High Performing School by the Department for Children, Schools and Families. This is in recognition of the high levels of achievement and the quality of our learners’ work.
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The International School Award has been awarded to us by the British Council which recognises and celebrates schools that are committed to developing international partnerships.

So we have an impressive history and a great deal about which to be proud!
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Specialist Provision

As the leading centre for young people with little or no sight, we pride ourselves on our specialist provision delivered by experienced professionals who provide education, health, care, therapy and mobility to ensure that learners receive the highest quality services and provision. These ranges from:

· Education and care for learners from  the ages of 5 to 14.

· A curriculum to meet the needs of learners from 14 to 19.

· Continuing education and support for young adults over the age of 19.

· Purpose-built residential accommodation is provided and School learners can attend daily or reside weekly.

· College learners also have the option to reside termly.

· We also work with local authorities to provide support and advisory services for school children with visual impairment.
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Independence
Many young people attending the West of England have severe and complex needs. Our aim is to develop their independence so that they can develop academically and socially whatever their ability.
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Each learner has a personalised curriculum which is designed to meet their individual learning and care needs and to encourage them to thrive and achieve in a supportive environment.  

Curriculum
Our curriculum entitlement includes vocational training, work experience and accredited qualifications such as Applied Business, and our VI Radio allows learners to achieve the Level 1 Certificate in Radio Production. 
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Our three charity shops are currently being transformed into social enterprises to support vocational training opportunities. 

In this we are supported by a number of key partners so that together we can provide wider and more challenging experiences and the sharing of best practice. 
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Full Potential
Young people who live away from home need a supportive but challenging learning environment which also encourages them to reach their full potential by becoming socially and educationally independent and to develop into mature individuals able to make responsible personal choices and who value themselves and others.

The involvement of parents is encouraged through a very active 'Parents as Partners' group which meets twice termly.

But don’t just take our word for it – explore our website that provides testimony to our learners' experience in a well managed organisation whose aim is to develop life skills for independent living and working.



